
 

 

The views and opinions included in this article belong to their author and do not necessarily mirror the 

views and opinions of the Colorado Theatre Guild. 
 

Colorado Theatre Guild |  P.O. Box 101866  |  Denver Colorado 80250  |  ColoradoTheatreGuild.org  |  CoTheatreGuild@gmail.com 

Newsletter Article: April 2021 
 

            The Tireless Toil of T. David Rutherford  

 
For many non-profit organizations, there are a 
few passionate individuals who work tirelessly 

behind the scenes on day-to-day activities that sometimes 
go unnoticed and unappreciated. Whether managing our 
CRM database program Neon, advising on the website, or 
participating as Vice President of the CTG board, the 
stalwart, conscientious and consistent presence of T. David 

Rutherford has made him one of the Guild’s unsung heroes. 
In those bygone days of in-person meetings, he was always 
the first to arrive and the last to leave as he set up the video 
equipment so non-local board members could participate 
using a program no one paid attention to at the time – a little 
known video conferencing program called Zoom. 

 
T. David Rutherford, the 'T' is silent, has performed on stage, 
on camera and behind the microphone for decades. Born in Ft. Worth, Texas he was 
adopted at 10 days old by loving and proud parents. He was a "Preacher's Kid" who 
grew up in Missouri and Kansas ultimately graduating from Topeka High School. Out of 

high school he attended the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, 
then transferred to Wichita State where 
he completed his degree in 1983. He 
worked in the broadcasting field for 

numerous years serving in news, on-air 
talent in radio and as Continuity Director 
for the Kansas State Network (a group of 
television stations). David then entered 
the IT (Information Technology) field 
where he worked in sales, as General 

Manager of a retail computer store and 
as an independent consultant. In 1992, 
he moved to Denver with his wife Diana, 
and their two daughters, Heather, and 
Andrea. Later in life, David would begin 

an incredible journey to discover the identities of his birth parents. He would ultimately 
succeed, and while sadly both of his parents had passed by this time, this “only child” 
would discover that he had five brothers and a sister.  
 

Concurrent with his IT career, David also followed his passion as he continued to pursue 
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work in the professional theatre. Working at Country Dinner Playhouse while working a 
full time ‘Day Job’ proved to be, in his words, “An exercise in fatigue management.” 
He retired in 2018 and has since filled his time with the activities of the Colorado Theatre 
Guild, other volunteer interests and audiobook narration. David has been seen and 

heard on many commercials and independent films both regionally and nationally. On 
stage he has performed professionally at venues across Colorado and the Midwest 
including Country Dinner Playhouse, Town Hall Arts Center, Aurora Fox, Music Theatre 
of Wichita, and others. His robust resume includes theatre, voice over work, 
audiobooks, film, and television.  

 

David has also engaged in numerous volunteer positions to benefit the arts community. 

He is a Past President of the Colorado Theatre Guild (2008-2012) and has served on the 
board of the Guild since 2007 (current CTG Vice President). He has seen significant 

change over the last 14 years, most of 
which occurred after 2017 when CTG’s 

long time General Manager retired. This 
change forced the board to stop and 
assess where it was and where it wanted to 
go. Since then, David has assisted with a re-
tooled Henrys judging program, the 

monthly newsletter, and a number of new 
programs. He was central to CTG 
contracting with a constituent relationship 
manager software, (CRM) that keeps track 
of the administrative part of the 
membership and a host of other 

data. David is “more excited about the 
future of the Guild than I have ever been in 
my years of service. As a group we’re all 
dedicated to make this a better 
environment for live theatre. I know I sound 

like a cheerleader for CTG, but I really do believe that we have a bright future. At the 
heart of the ‘New’ CTG is our new President of the Board, Betty Hart (forgive the pun). 
Her vision and leadership will take the Guild forward in the years to come.” 

 
David also serves as Vice President on the SAG-AFTRA Colorado Local Board (film and 

television actor union). He believes the unions must build a sustainable environment 
where performers can earn a living in this industry. Colorado is much more of a theatre 
environment with 15 companies state-wide holding Equity contracts and another four 
with Guest Artist or Special Appearance contracts. Actor’s Equity and SAG-AFTRA 
recently came to an agreement to cover the electronic distribution of live theatre 
during this time of COVID which he believes should be a source of pride for the arts 
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sector. But David points out that the situation with the film industry in Colorado is very 
different. Efforts to develop work in film and television in Colorado have fallen 
behind. The film industry in Colorado is dwarfed by that of our neighbor to the south, 
New Mexico. The local board of SAG-AFTRA is active in pursuing the interests of its 

members and providing leadership in the industry. David had the privilege of 
representing Colorado as a delegate at the SAG-AFTRA 2019 Convention 
in Los Angeles. 
 
When asked what advice he might give to the latest generation of actors, he said,  
”That’s easy. Follow your passion! This time of COVID will pass.  Cling tight to what you’re 

passionate about. I spent too many 
years in the corporate world in a job 
that did not motivate me. Find 
something you’re excited about and 
then go where that leads you.” Solid 

advice from someone who has served 
selflessly for decades in passionate 
service to the arts.  
 

T. David and his daughter Andrea 


