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Mirror Image Arts Disrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline through Theatre 

 

 
 
Mirror Image Arts passion and purpose is to DISRUPT the School-to-Prison Pipeline 

utilizing participatory theatre.  

They work with youth (ages 7-21) in schools and juvenile detention centers. Through 
their work, they aim to give youth access to the arts while developing the skills and 
empowerment to positively impact their lives and 
their communities.  
 

Mirror Image Arts is dedicated to help youth break 
free from the "School-to-Prison Pipeline." Zero 
Tolerance Policies and the increased presence of 
police in public schools has led to minor infractions 
being treated as criminal offences that result in 

drastic, exclusionary punishment ranging from 
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detention to incarceration. Mirror Image Arts works to counter that narrative  by co-
creating with young people utilizing theatre. Instead young people can express 
themselves through play and imagination; feel valued, seen, and heard; and  be 
experts of their own lives. Young people should have the opportunity to make 

mistakes and come back stronger. 
 

 
 

Mirror Image Arts programs include:  

YOUR VOICE - Theatre in Education. Through theatre, we create honest, courageous 

spaces where youth (ages 7-18) can build and maintain positive relationships with 
adults and their peers.  

 

RESTORATIVE THEATRE - Theatre in the Juvenile Justice System. “Restorative Theatre” 
addresses incarcerated youth’s need for social-emotional growth and wellbeing as 
they face the deconstruction of identity and isolation created by the juvenile justice 

system. 
 

REHEARSAL FOR REALITY - Theatre for Professional Development. Through interactive 
theatre performances and drama based activities Mirror Image Arts provides 
professional development opportunities to youth serving professionals in an effort to 

impact whole school or organizational culture.  

 

Program Goals include: 
-Develop acting skills. 
-Provide youth a safe, caring relationship with a trusted adult. 

-Build self-awareness, understanding, empathy, and compassion (SEL skills) for youth 
and youth-serving adults.  
-Help youth to express resilience so youth can better handle difficult social situations 
and come back stronger. 
-Offer youth opportunities to practice positive decision making so that they can be a 
part of the solution for de-escalating difficult moments, avoiding zero-tolerance 

policies, and eventually graduating. 
-Assist schools and juvenile justice centers in their move from punitive practices to 
positive youth development and trauma-informed care. 
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Mirror Image Arts is excited about their partnerships and work as we all continue to 

navigate our new normal following the pandemic. They are anticipating a full 
summer schedule of programming and are excited to see students in-person again as 

CDC guidelines allow. They will continue to build complimentary partnerships inside 
schools and juvenile justice centers to positively impact the lives of young people and 
youth-serving adults.  Find out more at www.mirrorimagearts.org. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 


