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The Hilarious and Unforgettable Lucy Roucis  

I knew the incomparable Lucy Roucis for over 25 years. She 
was a dear friend and a monumentally gifted artist. Her 
recent and untimely passing has truly shaken me to the 
core. For those unfamiliar, Lucy had Parkinson’s. An 
affliction that limited her movement, but never diminished 
her indomitable spirit. She became one of the state’s most 
recognizable figures –a larger-than-life personality often 
seen on our stages and screens and in many a theatre 
lobby supporting the art form she loved so much.  

As former Artistic Director of PHAMALY Theatre Company (Colorado’s 
signature company featuring artists with disabilities), I had the honor to 
work with Lucy on numerous productions. As an artist, she was as versatile 

as they come. She was hilarious in multiple 
comedic, musical roles like Adelaide in Guys 
& Dolls, Winnifred in Once Upon A Mattress, 
Lola in Damn Yankees (and so many more) 

and she could dive deep into complex, 
dramatic roles like Mrs. Kendal in The 
Elephant Man, Nurse Ratched in One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest and Mrs. Webb in 
Our Town. Her ability to connect with an 
audience was unparalleled. I celebrate both what she gave us (as 
audience and the artists who worked with her) and what we were able to 
give her. She often said that PHAMALY saved her and I am delighted that 
the company provided a conduit by which the world could enjoy her 
colossal talent. I will remember her many enduring performances and a 

deep friendship that went far beyond the traditional bond of director and 
actor.  

As a person, she was generous and loving. She would mentor young actors 
and often "told it like it was", making many re-think their own difficult 
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situations. She was wise and compassionate. Her poetry and writing were 
insightful and thought-provoking. She was hilarious and had a biting wit. 
Her stand up was timeless. Her martini’s – always shaken. 

I was recently reminded about the time when I was 
directing The Elephant Man and the script asked for 
Lucy's character to appear topless (back to 
audience, but still...). In an attempt to make her more 
comfortable in rehearsal, both myself and Assistant 
Director Bryce Alexander stripped down to our 

underwear. I think I will most vividly remember Lucy on that day with her 
puckish delight and a smile on her face as we gave her direction in our 
boxers. I am sure Lucy would appreciate that my memory of her includes 

a couple of guys in their underwear. 

Most importantly, I loved Lucy Roucis. I loved her joy, her heartache, her 
struggle, her courage, her compassion, her wisdom, her talent, her vast 
capacity to find humor in a sometimes very unfunny life...  

Rest now, my dear, dear friend. 

-Steve Wilson 

For a comprehensive look at the life of Lucy Roucis, please read John 
Moore’s brilliant article: 

 Lucy Roucis' final act is a gutpunch (arvadacenter.org) 

 

 

 

https://www.arvadacenter.org/inside-the-arvada-center/lucy-roucis-final-act-is-a-gutpunch

