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Steve Wilson Questions: 
 

Q: When did you discover theatre?  What is one of your favorite things about 

theatre? 

 
I discovered theatre when I was 7 years old. I asked my mom how you get on TV 
and she signed me up for some theatre classes at a local theatre in California. I 
was immediately smitten. I took classes there for a while and then they offered 
children’s theatre productions that I was able to act in when I was young. I 

continued acting in High School where I was incredibly active in both drama and 
band. I played many leads in the drama 
department and was the drum major of 
the marching band. I was the only 
student (up to that time) to win the 

senior award for both theatre and 
music. I went on to study drama at USC 
(University of Southern California) where 
I studied with Ally Sheedy (Breakfast 
Club) and Anthony Edwards (E.R.) and 
Forest Whitaker (The Last King of 

Scotland) among others. I then went 
crazy for Shakespeare and spent 3 years 
working at Shakespeare Festivals before 

coming to Colorado to get my MFA from the National Theatre Conservatory at 
the Denver Center. This led to teaching and directing and acting in town and I 

eventually became the Artistic Director (and then Executive Artistic Director) at 
the Mizel Center where I stayed for 26 years until last September. Along the way 
I acted and directed for Compass Theatre Company (most notably playing 
Petruchio in Shrew and Bottom in Midsummer), taught drama at St. Mary’s 
Academy (for 10 years), and had the honor to lead the PHAMALY Theatre 

Company (a company of differently-abled artists) for 14 years, which was 
absolutely transformational in my life. I am deeply proud of the work we did at 
PHAMALY and stay connected to that amazing company.  
 
My future is a little uncertain (not a lot of senior arts administration jobs being 
listed right now), but also exciting as I look forward to reenergizing/ reinventing/ 

reprioritizing myself for what might be next. I will be directing An Ideal Husband 



 

 

The views and opinions included in this article belong to their author and do not necessarily mirror the 

views and opinions of the Colorado Theatre Guild. 
 

Colorado Theatre Guild |  P.O. Box 101866  |  Denver Colorado 80250  |  ColoradoTheatreGuild.org  |  CoTheatreGuild@gmail.com 

in the spring in Florida (sorry Colorado) and am so excited to return to the 
rehearsal room. 
 
Theatre is my first love, but I have come to really embrace the necessity of the 

arts in our lives. Here is my soap box speech: The creative force of the arts is 
universally identified as one of the landmarks of culture and civilization. It 
celebrates the intricate brilliance and weakness of the human spirit. Of all the 
complex systems of expression, the arts stand alone in their ability to enlighten, 
educate and entertain in the most vibrant and unique way. Equally, a single 
play, exhibit, concert or art object might affect differently – encouraging 

dialogue about the great beauty and mystery of our shared experience. I 
believe central to the mission of every cultural organization is a commitment to 
maximize opportunities to create singular emotional connections in patrons.  It is 
the gift we give and the great passion by which I have lived my life. 
 

I have spent most of my adult 
life as an artistic director. I am 
very proud of the title and 
believe strongly in the 
importance of the position. 

Though I think for many it is a 
deeply misunderstood 
profession. Many young actors 
long to be the artistic director so 
they may one day pick plays 
and hire actors and be in 

charge.  Of course, in practice, 
the job is much more complex 
than at first glance. In my 
experience, every artistic 
director position works differently. I know local artistic directors who come from 

such diverse backgrounds as theatre design, stage management, business 
administration and of course theatrical director. Some are primarily fundraisers, 
some educators, some managers, some theatre practitioners, some charismatic 
leaders.  For me, a great artistic director blends all of these as they selflessly seek 
to build coalitions and empower artists.  The balance is in directing the artistry 

without succumbing to a personal ego that is against all tenants of the 
collaborative art form that we profess to serve. Central to success as an artistic 
director is an ability to honor the artists that surround you while ensuring a 
standard and a direction that can be respected and admired. The practicing of 
your own artistry is important, but secondary to leading all the artists in a single 
unified direction. A beautifully difficult, but often rewarding task.      
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Q: When did you join CTG? What do you enjoy about CTG? 

 
 I was part of a group that came together in the late 1990s to take up the reigns 
of the Colorado Theatre Producers Guild which was then just a loose 

organization of theatres set up for some 
cooperative marketing and props and 

costume sharing. Henry Lowenstein was 
getting older and asked a group of us if we 
wanted to take on the leadership. I was the 
one who wrote the application for the CTG 
to become a separate 501c3 organization, 

which happened officially in November 
2001. I was President of the Guild from 2000 
through 2006. I have been around for a long 
time. I have seen many companies and 
artists come and go. There have been times 

where I thought I should step down, but it seems whenever I get close something 

happens to make me feel like I still have something to contribute.  
 
Through all of the many connections and organizations I have participated in, 
CTG is nearest my heart. I love the idea that we can come together and work 
toward unity and collaboration among theatre companies. While I know that the 

Henry Awards are sometimes controversial, I see their value as the only place 
that is recognizing the work of theatre artists consistently in our region. In some 
places, there is a fierce spirit of competition in the arts which I believe this is 
counter-productive. We work in an art for that, in my opinion, thrives best when 
artists and companies alike engage in a collaborative spirit. It is what makes our 

art form vibrant and authentic. I am deeply proud of my unrelenting support of 
our Little-Engine-That-Could organization in its unique role supporting live theatre 
in Colorado. Equally, I am so excited about the recent election of the incredible 
Betty Hart (new CTG President) who is leading us on an incredible journey of 
growth.  
 

Q: If you could sit down with any famous person (dead or alive), who would it be and 

why? 

 

I have three – sorry.  
 
My two big artistic influences are Shakespeare (no surprise to those who know 
me) and Bruce Springsteen (rock and roll icon and incredible poet of our time). 
I would want to talk to both about their creative inspiration and the role of the 
arts in life.  

 

The Wilson's in 2011 
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My spiritual icon is Dr. Martin Luther King who I believe had a wisdom far beyond 
the civil rights struggle that defined his life. I encourage everyone to read his 
writings. I went back and re-read his speeches and letters during the pandemic 
and they are a revelation. What a colossal spirit. If I could sit down with him, I 

would just listen… 
 
 

Q: How have you and your family been doing during COVID? 

 
Our family, like most, has been deeply affected by the pandemic. My wife Leslie 
(who most know as Leslie O’Carroll; best known for her definitive Mrs. Fezziwig in 

the annual DCPA Christmas Carol) is an incredibly talented Equity actress. She 
had 4 shows lined up when the pandemic hit and she lost all of them. Then I left 
my position of 26 years partially due to the pandemic and an organization that 
was moving in a direction where my services were going to be less valuable 
going forward. My (also incredibly talented) daughter Olivia is a theatre major 
at the Denver School of the Arts and has had to do her senior year in high school 

from home. While that might not be so bad for some, she goes to a performing 
arts school where performances in her senior year would be a big deal.  
 
So lots of personal challenges – BUT we were incredibly honored to be asked as 
a family to participate in the Arvada Center’s virtual Christmas production of The 

Family Tree where all three of us got to perform together. This was a first for our 
family and will be a treasured memory forever. We would certainly never have 
been afforded this opportunity without COVID. 
 

Q: What's something that we don't know about you? 

 
I was a California state champion drum major when I was in high school which 

was a pretty big deal at the time.  
 
I didn’t really get to tell you how much I love theatre education. My first job at 
Mizel was founding a theatre academy and that continues to this day. When I 
left Mizel, I was overwhelmed with former students who offered their gratitude for 

both the theatre skills and the life skills they learned as part of that theatre 
experience. In the early days, I taught all the classes and directed all the plays 
before getting too busy as the Executive Director. I still have a strong passion for 
theatre education. ALSO, I was charged with creating a children’s theatre at 
Mizel in the early days and I founded the Denver Children’s Theatre which ran for 
23 years before closing in 2019. This was my pride and joy as I continue to be 

excited about working to both educate kids about the value of theatre and 
assist in training future theatre artists. 
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Q: Plays or Musicals? 

 
My Favorite play is Hamlet followed by 12th Night. Though I am really excited 
about my upcoming An Ideal Husband – one of Oscar Wilde lesser known, but 
really extraordinary plays. 

 
Favorite Musical is probably Hamilton, though Urinetown and Les Miz are close 
seconds. I love smart musicals with complex stories and great language. 
   
 

Q: And finally, To be...or not to be? (Optional) 

    

That IS the question…  
 

MY THEATRE BIO 

 

Steve Wilson holds an MFA degree in acting from the National Theatre Conservatory in 

Denver and a BFA degree in drama from the University of Southern California. He has 
been administrating, directing, teaching and performing in Denver for over 30 years. 
Currently he is an adjunct professor for the Arts and Culture Management program at 
DU’s University College. Previously, he worked for the Mizel Arts and Culture Center for 
26 years serving as Executive Artistic Director (among other roles) administering multiple 
programs including the Wolf Theatre Academy, the Denver Children’s Theatre, the 

Denver Jewish Film Festival, a music and literary festival and an art academy.  
 
As a theatre director, he garnered awards for “Best Director” from both the Denver Post 
and Boulder Daily Camera as well as four Henry Awards (Colorado’s Tony Award) for 
“Best Direction of a Musical” for his productions of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat, Urinetown, Man of LaMancha and Beauty & the Beast for PHAMALY 
Theatre Company. Steve also received a Denver Post Ovation award as “Best Director 
of a Musical” for PHAMALY’s Joseph... and Side Show as well as a “Best of Westword” 
award for “Best Direction of a Musical” for PHAMALY’s Beauty and the Beast. In 
addition, he was the recipient of the 2014 “True West Theatre Person of the Year” 

award. For 14 years he served as the Artistic Director of PHAMALY where directing 
credits included Grand Hotel, Damn Yankees, Once Upon a Mattress, The Pajama 
Game, Guys and Dolls, The Wiz, Our Town, How to Succeed, Little Shop of Horrors, The 
Elephant Man, Fiddler on the Roof, It’s A Wonderful Life and Annie. Additionally Steve 
has directed: Poignant Irritations (world premiere and winner of “Best New Play”), The 
Sisters Rosensweig and The Cradle Will Rock for the Mizel Center; over 30 major 

productions for the Wolf Theatre Academy; Chinglish for the Aurora Fox Arts Center; 
Cyrano de Bergerac for Compass Theatre Company; Androcles and the Lion, The 
Prince and the Pauper, The Last Paving Stone, Tomato Plant Girl, The Snow Queen, Art 
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Dog, The Jungle Book and Sleeping Beauty for the Denver Children’s Theatre; 
Midsummer Night’s Dream and The Comedy of Errors for the Bug Theatre; Oliver! for 
Town Hall Arts Center and Twelfth Night for The Theatre Group.  
 

As a producer/ artistic director, Steve has overseen the development of four 
companies, including the Living Edge Theatre Company in Los Angeles, Compass 
Theatre Company in Denver, the theatre department of the Mizel Center and 
PHAMALY Theatre Company.  
 
He has been a faculty member at the Wolf Theatre Academy, Stage Eleven and St. 

Mary’s Academy (10 years), as well as an artist-in-residence throughout the Cherry 
Creek and Denver Public School Districts.  
 
Steve currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Colorado Theatre Guild (former 
6 term President), Rehabilitative Rhythms (board Treasurer) and is on the leadership 

team for IDEAS stage. He has formerly served on the Collaborative of the SCFD board 
(7 term co-chair) as well as the Citizens for Arts to Zoo (CATZ) board. In addition, Steve 
has served on multiple cultural task forces including the 2015 SCFD Task Force charged 
with recommendations for the SCFD renewal legislation. He is married to Denver Center 
Theatre Company actress Leslie O’Carroll and a proud dad of their talented daughter, 

Olivia – a senior theatre major at the Denver School of the Arts. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 


