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As we continue to introduce you to each of our Colorado Theatre Guild board 

members, we are so pleased to have this powerhouse team working to make positive 
and productive change in this community. This month we have the pleasure of 
highlighting Steve Wilson, one of our key historians of the Colorado Theatre Guild! 

 
Steve Wilson is a vital member  of our Colorado theatre 

community. His love of theatre, his work as an artistic director, 
a creator of educational programming, and a person known 
by his peers for having strong visions for change have truly 
helped shape this community more than many might realize.  

 
In the late 1990’s, Steve was part of a group that came 

together to turn the Colorado Theatre Producers Guild, which 
at the time was a loose organization of theatres set up for 
cooperative marketing, props and costume sharing, into a 

501(c)3 now known as the Colorado Theatre Guild. One of the members, Henry 
Lowenstein, asked if anyone wanted to take on the leadership for this organization. 

Steve took it upon himself to ensure that the CTG would be a  501(c)3 organization, 
which happened officially in November 2001. This achievement also included serving 
as President of the CTG until 2006. One might say he is one of the godfathers of our 
organization!  
  

Working alongside Steve, a person understands the depth of his dedication and love 
to this organization, but more importantly his family. Steve is a loving husband to his wife 
Leslie O’Carroll, an equity actress who you may 
recognize for her definitive Mrs. Fezziwig in the 
annual DCPA Christmas Carol. He is also a father 
to his incredibly talented daughter Olivia, a 

theater major at the Denver School of the Arts. 
Like many of us, Steve and his family faced many 
challenges when the pandemic hit, including loss 
of work and some important opportunities, as well 
as, the challenge of leaving his position as 

Executive Artistic Director at the Mizel after serving 
for 26 years. However, Steve was able to find a 
beautiful silver lining; he participated in the 
Arvada Center’s virtual Christmas production of 
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The Family Tree with his wife and daughter. “We were incredibly honored to be asked 
as a family to participate in the Arvada Center’s virtual Christmas production of The 
Family Tree where all three of us got to perform together. This was a first for our family 
and will be a treasured memory forever. We would certainly never have been afforded 

this opportunity without COVID.”  
 

It is no wonder that he has managed to surround himself with 
theatre in all aspects of his life. When asked about his favorite 
thing in theatre, he responded, “Theatre is my first love, but I 
have come to really embrace the necessity of the arts in our 

lives. Here is my soap box speech: the creative force of the 
arts is universally identified as one of the landmarks of culture 
and civilization. It celebrates the intricate brilliance and 
weakness of the human spirit. Of all the complex systems of 
expression, the arts stand alone in their ability to enlighten, 

educate and entertain in the most vibrant and unique way. 
Equally, a single play, exhibit, concert or art object might 
affect differently – encouraging dialogue about the great 
beauty and mystery of our shared experience. I believe 
central to the mission of every cultural organization is a 

commitment to maximize opportunities to create singular emotional connections in 
patrons. It is the gift we give and the great passion by which I have lived my life.” 
  
If you ask us or any of the CTG board members, each of them would agree that Steve 
celebrates the human spirit with true intent and passion. He exhibits a passion for 
advocacy when it comes to inclusivity, amplification when it comes to the core values 

of our organization, and action when it comes to positive change in this community.  
 

When asked to share something the 
community might now know about him, he 
said the following, “I didn’t really get to tell 

you how much I love theatre education. My 
first job at Mizel was founding a theatre 
academy and that continues to this day. 
When I left Mizel, I was overwhelmed with 
former students who offered their gratitude 

for both the theatre skills and the life skills they 
learned as part of that theatre experience. In 
the early days, I taught all the classes and 
directed all the plays before getting too busy 
as the Executive Director. I still have a strong passion for theatre education. Also, I was 
charged with creating a children’s theatre at Mizel in the early days, and I founded the 

Denver Children’s Theatre which ran for 23 years before closing in 2019. This was my 
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pride and joy as I continue to be excited about working to both educate kids about 
the value of theatre and assist in training future theatre artists.”  

 
The pleasure of conducting this interview and the creation of this article felt similar to 

writing a love letter (Don’t worry, Leslie knew!). The last thing I asked Steve was to 
encapsulate his experiences,  Steve delivered this gem.  

 

Q: “Steve, To be...or not to be?”  
 

Steve: “That IS the question…” 
 

Click Here for Steve’s Q & A 

https://www.coloradotheatreguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CTG_Newsletter_SteveW-QA-March-21.pdf

