
  Newsletter Article: January 2021 

The Gentle Strength of Iliana Lucero Barron  

When I think of Iliana Lucero Barron, I think of beautiful, compassionate, and 
contemplative power. A gentle strength that may be surprising to those who do not 
know her well. She is not verbose or overly talkative (like many of us on the CTG Board 
of Directors) but her unique contribution to the conversation is often astonishing. She 
listens in such an active and engaging way that when she does speak it can quickly 
silence the cacophony of dramatic voices. At a meeting last year, she surprised us all 
by opening up and making a powerful statement about respect and inclusion. Now, 
when Iliana talks, we stop and listen. Lisa Young said it best, “Iliana is one of the most 
creative, thoughtful and talented humans on the Earth. She is a quiet storm and a 
Swiss Army knife, bringing skill and passion, pure integrity and grit to our community.”  

 
Iliana is a bilingual Latinx teaching artist, actress 
and advocate. She is a first-generation college 
graduate, daughter of immigrants, sister to three 
younger siblings who belong to the beautiful DHH 
(Deaf and Hard of Hearing) community. She is the 
artist in her family who pushes the envelope. 
Throughout her career, Iliana has always had the 
desire to explore her art in a comprehensive way - 
working both behind and in front of the footlights. 
She holds a degree in Production for Theatre, Film 
and Television from the University of Colorado, 
Denver and has had the pleasure of collaborating 
and working with a wide array of organizations in 
Colorado. Her favorites include the Denver Center 
for the Performing Arts, Su Teatro/The Source, The 
Colorado Theatre Guild, Casa Milagro Youth 
Solutions, Mirror Image Arts, and more!  

She is passionate when it comes to anything that 
supports and helps those in need, the environment, animals, and the arts community! 
Never gravitating to a single cause, she spreads her generous spirit among many 
groups including: Green Peace, BLM, Denver Hospice, PKD Foundation, D.A.R.E., 
Marion Downs Center, Veteran Arts Council, and more. She was raised to love, 
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respect, and have empathy for all living things.  

The genesis of her powerful and dynamic 
advocacy comes for personal experience. 
She is the oldest of four siblings and the only 
one who was born without a disability. One of 
her brothers and her sister are hard of hearing, 
and her youngest brother is deaf. Growing up 
with disabled siblings has instilled in Iliana a 
heightened awareness and a deeper 
understanding of what it means to advocate 
at a young age. She never saw her siblings 
differently from other kids. In the face of 
discrimination, she and her parents would 
stand up and advocate for them, which in 
turn taught her siblings to stand up for 
themselves. Her brother said, "A disability is 
only a disability if you see it as one". These 
words struck a chord and have resonated with 
Iliana ever since.   

When asked about her favorite creative 
project, she was quick to list her full-length play Dulce Desesperación that she began 
a few years ago. It is a bilingual, familial drama that tackles the Mexican American 
experience. This play was ultimately written as a deep expression of her culture, 
inspired by her life as a proud Latina and one of her 
favorite plays: Fences by August Wilson. She is 
delighted that this project has become much bigger 
than she ever imagined. It has resonated deeply 
with many Latinx artists, and she is proud to have 
showcased it in two festivals during the pandemic.  

Like many other theatre artists, the pandemic has 
not been easy for her. She is a person who loves to 
interact with people. She loves going to the theatre 
and revels in the exhilaration of performing before a live audience. If anything, the 
pandemic has intensified her focus on playwrighting. It has given her more time to 
discover a different side of her art, while embracing the solitude of quarantine.  

Her exceptional service to the Colorado Theatre Guild Board has been a gift. She has 
worked hard to bring positive change and helped the board embrace new ideas. As 
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for change in the theatre community in Colorado, she would love to see a unified 
theatre community that brings more diversity, fresh perspectives, and new ideas to 
tackle difficult issues that need to be heard. Let us conclude with Iliana’s powerful 
words of wisdom and call to action, “Change can be a difficult thing, but trust me 
when I say, this group of individuals is up for the challenge and we are willing to put in 
the work. We have started the groundwork with this, now we are left with the 
question: How can we elevate and amplify?” 
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