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The SOURCE Theatre Company, founded by Hugo Jon Sayles, Jimmy Walker, Arnold 

King, Kiana Coney & Anastazia Coney; is a continuation of 
an artistic vision of African-American theatre in Denver that 
began with the Denver Black Arts Company: the company 
that initially nurtured today's leaders in African-American 
theatre.   
 

DBAC was formed in January of 1977 by John McCallum to give primarily black and 
minority actors an outlet to study, rehearse and perform plays, musicals, dramas, 
concerts, variety shows, dances, mimes and any other cultural forms that related to 
Black Art or involved Black people.  Jo Bunton Keel and Jimmy Walker, who had 
formed the Movement Free Dance Company, joined with local playwright and 
musician John McCallum and DBAC, and together they created and produced 
theatrical works that excited and energized the Black arts scene in Denver. John 
McCallum and DBAC were instrumental in getting many of Colorado’s Black 
performing artists started in the theatre; including donnie l betts, Dwayne Carrington, 
Hugo Jon Sayles and Jeffrey Nickelson. 
 
After Denver Black Arts Company ceased production, Jo Bunton Keel co-founded 
Eulipions in 1982 alongside Jimmy Walker.  The word Eulipions, which means "author of 
love", is a jazz term created by the renowned jazz 
artist Rashaan Roland Kirk.  The company’s creed, 
espoused by educator and mentor Donald Todd, 
was "Strive for excellence, not mediocrity!" The 
achievements of the Eulipions have been 
acclaimed throughout the Denver community.  
Eulipions fostered, promoted and preserved the 
artistic expression of Denver's African-American 
heritage and lifestyles.  Eulipions ensured that the Black residents of Denver had the 
opportunity to have arts touch their lives so that no person was deprived access to 
the arts by reason of inadequate income, inadequate education, or social/cultural 
patterns unresponsive to diverse ethnic groups' needs. 
 
When Eulipions wound down, Jeffrey Nickelson Founded Shadow Theatre Company 
in 1997, answering the artistic and spiritual necessity of nourishing a Black theatre for 
the Rocky Mountain region. Shadow began its journey with a $500 gift and a dream: 
the dream of an ambitious actor, tired of working on stage mostly one month out of 
any given year, who wanted to let in artists who felt that they could never get into 
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that open door.  Shadow gets its name from the idea of bringing light to the shadows. 
 
Shadow's performances reflected upon the social morés of its time, challenging 
audience members to reconsider their own values, attitudes and actions. Shadow 
Theatre Company strove to challenge the community-at-large to participate in its 
determination to be an example of the re-emergence of community-based 
independence; expressed from the heart of the human condition. 
 
Hugo Jon Sayles took over as Shadow’s artistic director in 2010, and had a desire to 

restore a focus on developing new works for the 
African-American community of Denver. During this 
time, Shadow Theatre Company drew a parallel from 
its 2010/11 season "Sankofa" (the Akan word for "go 
back and get it"; used to symbolize the concept of 
taking from the past what is good and bringing it to 
the present) to the 2011/12 season "Regional 

Distinction" (presenting new theatrical work distinct to the Denver region). In helping 
facilitate consideration of the past and the future, it was realized that the true 
'legacy' embodied by Shadow is that it is a continuation of developing an artistically 
strong African-American theatre company in Denver that began with the Denver 
Black Arts Company. With this rediscovery, a new theatre company evolved to 
continue the legacy that has passed from the Denver Black Arts Company 
to Eulipions and to Shadow Theatre Company.  
 
The SOURCE Theatre Company was then born with the intent to take the artistic spirit 
that took root 43 years ago and make sure that spirit could continue to move into the 
future. 
 
The SOURCE Theatre Company is a non-exclusive African-American theatre company 
dedicated to cultivating an ensemble of local 
artists to create original theatrical works of cultural 
and historical significance in the Denver African-
American tradition. The SOURCE engages the 
community through educational, cultural, and 
historical training and awareness to create theater 
as a lynch-pin, participatory movement for the 
African-American community. The SOURCE's 
dream is to keep live theatre flourishing within the multi-ethnic community of Denver, 
determined to give actors, directors, playwrights, designers and theatre lovers a 
platform to express their creativity. 
 
The SOURCE Theatre Company is defined by two things, its people and its works. 
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The People: 
 
Anastazia Coney prodigiously got involved in professional theatre at a young age 
and hasn't looked back through the course of several productions. Kiana Coney, one 
of the driving forces behind the creation of The SOURCE Theatre Company, received 
the 2013 True West Award for Best Costume Design for The SOURCE/Su Teatro 
collaborative production of The Gospel at Colonus. Hugo Jon Sayles has been 
involved in the performing arts as director, performer, choreographer, writer and 
teacher.  He is one of the most prolific members from the Denver Black Arts’ legacy. 
Arnold King has been involved in the local theatre scene while serving in a 
production capacity as a lighting designer, stage manage, electrician and/or 
technical director.  He produces and designs the audio plays in the REGIONAL 
DISTINCTION podcast. Jimmy Walker works extensively in the community as a resource 
for artists and progress in the Arts. Jimmy co-produces the MONDAY! MONDAY! 
MONDAY! CABARET with host Sheryl McCallum. 
 
The Works: 
 
THE GOSPEL AT COLONUS- The SOURCE Theatre Company collaborated with Denver’s 

premier Chicano theatre company Su Teatro for an 
ambitious multi-cultural musical production of the story 
of Oedipus told with songs in the gospel spirit. 
 
THE FIVE POINTS WRAPPED AROUND MY SOUL- The 
SOURCE produced a reflection on the gentrification of 
Denver’s historically Black neighborhood, using a 

capella renditions of classic music of the 50s, 60s and 70s. 
 
PACKIN’ IT IN- Jimmy Walker directed the late Jim Lee’s humorous play about a pair 
of defiant and boldly verbose Black artists struggling to live together. 
 
CRYING WOLF: STORIES OF THE LUPUS WARRIORS- Khadija Haynes directed Rhonda 
Jackson’s montage of stories that related the experience of living with an often-
misunderstood disease. 
 
THE B WORD: Greg Tate’s narrative, adapted by Jimmy Walker, exposed the 
overlooked danger and unexpected consequences of the suppressive practice of 
designating an ethnic group with a lowercase noun: black. 
 
SUICIDE LIES- Hugo Jon Sayles directed Karon Majeel’s three stories about the 
motivations, sorrows and struggles surrounding the issue of suicide. 


