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    Theatre Artibus Builds and Creates in Denver 

Theatre Artibus is a Denver-based company that creates original theatre, 
sometimes with words, sometimes with their bodies, often in collaboration with 
others.   

Buba, the co-founder of Artibus is an immigrant to the United States from the 
Republic of Georgia. “The country, not the state,” Buba laughs when people 
can’t place his accent, but, all laughing aside, “being an immigrant is hard 
work. I will never feel fully accepted or truly at home.” Meghan, Artibus’ other 
co-founder, grew up in Denver, and is thankful Buba has been willing to come 
here to pursue their dreams together. As well as co-conspirators in work, they are 
also married. “We spend a lot of time together,” Meghan laughs, “when COVID 
hit and the lockdown started, we thought wait, this feels pretty familiar.”   

A few exciting announcements rise to the top for Artibus these days.  

On Dec. 20th, Artibus is hosting a live, virtual fundraiser called the ‘Great Artibus 
Make n Bake.’ It is a cook-along to raise funds for the RECIPE project’s newest 
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iteration, a  community storytelling and performance project.   

Originally created by Theatre Artibus and partners Emancipation Theater and 
Grapefruit Lab, the group devised a performance in January of 2020 that 
traveled throughout the Savoy building and focused on community stories of 
food, identity, and Five Points history. One audience member wrote after seeing 
it, “be still my heart, a true love letter to Denver’s eastside. Our collective 
community stories are so beautiful, an infinite canvas of endless colors, smells & 
feelings.”   

Recipe continues through the support of an Arts in Society grant this year. This 
time,  Artibus is focusing on the stories of seniors in Eastside neighborhoods 
because of the  disportionate health risks and increased isolation incurred during 
the pandemic. Artibus and a core team of collaborators, including James Brunt, 
Lynde Rosario and Nicole  Deitze, Emancipation Theater and Soul Stories, are 
currently working together to bring  a covid-safe theatre engagement to 
audiences in the summer of 2021 that celebrates resilience and care in Denver’s 
Eastside communities.   

In 2018, Theatre Artibus in collaboration with Grapefruit Lab was chosen out of  
numerous applicants to write and perform a ten minute performance in the 
DCPA’s Bite-Size: An Evening of Micro Theatre. Their play was just published in an 
anthology through Book Bar Press. As the play was almost completely non-
verbal, the companies are proud that a physical theatre contribution is part of 
the mix.   

Major construction is underway that will bring 
needed  improvements to Artibus’ home space 
at the Savoy (2700 Arapahoe Street) in Denver’s 
Five Points neighborhood. “When most cultural 
activity has stopped and with an uncertain 
future, continuing this construction gave us 
great pause,” Frank explained, “but we are 
moving forward with optimism and hope.”  

 
The Savoy was built in 1889. A dilapidated garage in the back of the building 
was  demolished and will soon house an elevator for ADA access to the 
performance area, as well as offices and a lobby. On the inside, renovations 
abound to make the building  more sea-worthy for live performances while 
maintaining the feel of a turn-of-the century ballroom. A unique, hidden gem in 
Denver, the Savoy ballroom boasts wooden floors, floor to ceiling windows, a 
bar, and will soon have technical accoutrements such as theatrical lighting.   
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It has been a long and difficult two and half year process to grind through city  
permitting to get the construction started. They are competing with the well-
monied  machine of commercial condo development in Denver. Artibus 
members feel like a  long term goal from this experience is to pursue 
conversations with city officials about  what might be done to stream-line 
permitting processes for cultural projects in the city. Buba explains Artibus’ point 
of view: “Instead of making it so hard to create cultural  spaces in Denver, we 
hope to convince the city that there is merit in working on future  projects that 
create space for community engagement through the arts.”  

Artibus is excited about their upcoming possibilities. Their hope is to help 
collaborative, independent performance thrive in Denver by offering up 
dynamic artistic work, a collaborative spirit, and a mission to illuminate unheard 
stories in our community. Find out more at www.theartibus.com.  

By CTG Staff 
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