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Abner Genece is truly a wonder! His 
affable, ebullient and joyous energy 
pervades any room - real or virtual. 
While most local audiences know 
Abner for his numerous Colorado 
acting credits, his gentle, yet powerful 
influence in our community is ever 
present. Even so, there is a lot more to 
Abner than meets the eye. In addition 
to his work as a talented actor, he is a 
devoted father, a gifted visual artist, a 
dynamic divers i ty advocate, a 
nurturing educator, Actor’s Equity 
representative and a generous 
volunteer of his time and charismatic 
energies for the Colorado Theatre 
Guild Board of Directors! 

Abner’s theatrical resume offers a glimpse into his exceptional versatility, spanning the 
gamut between classical/contemporary and comedy/tragedy. Film and television 
appearances also demonstrate his range as he is equally comfortable playing 
creepy drug dealers and hilarious rap artists. His Shakespearean portfolio includes the 
tragic Venetian general Othello, the melancholy Orsino from Twelfth Night and the 
King of the Fairies, Oberon from Midsummer. Contemporary credits include Dr. Martin 
Luther King in The Meeting, Mr. Van Daan in Diary of Anne Frank and Captain Andrew 
Speedy in Around the World in 80 Days. His local theatre credits are impressive with 
notable productions at Theatreworks, Curious Theatre Company, the Aurora Fox and 
more. He is a favorite at the Arvada Center for the Arts and Humanities where he has 
performed in numerous productions, including the recent “Amplify” project which 
showcases prominent Black voices in our community. Abner’s next project will be an 
online reading of “Together For Kwanzaa,” for Theatreworks. 

Abner is a creative force with a fascinating life story. He was the first of three children 
born to Haitian immigrants. He and his brother Richard and sister Michelle grew up in 
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Massachusetts, Ohio and Florida. Infused with creativity and cultural pride from an 
early age, he gravitated to music as well as the visual and performing arts. He first 
caught the acting bug after a chance meeting with child performer Leon Mobley 
(TV’s ZOOM) when he was thirteen. Though he never lost his love of performing, he 
chose to focus his college career on the visual arts, earning a BFA from Pratt Institute. 
Soon, he was an award-winning Art Director, working on such film, television and 
theatrical properties as Superboy: The Series, The New York Philharmonic, The Today 
Show, The Olympic Games, NYPD Blue, Roseanne, Home Improvement, Good 
Morning America, General Hospital, Everybody Loves Raymond, Chicago, and The 
Lion King. 

But performing continued to entice, finally leading him to seek out classical training at 
The American Academy of Dramatic Arts. A chance meeting with legendary actor 
James Earl Jones motivated him to complete his studies with vigor and focus. Soon he 
was chosen to be a part of the Resident Acting Company at the Jean Cocteau 
Repertory. 

He relocated to California to pursue work in film, television and stage. Notable 
projects included the Will Geer Theatricum Botanicum, the Mo’olelo Performing Arts 
Company, Moxie Theatre, the Robey Theatre Company, Drake & Josh, Harry’s Law, 
Need For Speed and Unrest. It was with the Robey Theatre Company that he 
performed in Levy Lee Simon’s award-winning Haitian Revolution trilogy, For The Love 
of Freedom. In this signature role, Abner had the opportunity to play an 
unapologetically heroic role with a multi-ethnic cast. As an artist of Haitian descent, 
this provided him the unique opportunity to connect with his culture and history. 

A hiatus from performing and a relocation to Colorado brought several challenges, 
including a life-threatening auto accident in 2017. Despite these slings and arrows of 
outrageous fortune, he found his voice and his footing again in the warm embrace of 
the Denver acting community. 

When asked what causes he is passionate about Abner said, “True equality. A 
celebration of other voices. I hope to encourage the ideas that bring us together; not 
drive us apart. There’s enough of that in the world. It’s been a painful year, in many 
ways. The image of George Floyd with a knee to his neck remains seared into my 
consciousness; not only with regard to the overwhelming unfairness toward Black 
people, but the historic oppression of ‘the other.’ We can do better.” 
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Newly elected CTG Board President Betty Hart said, “Abner is an incredible human 
being that I am honored to call friend. He is a compassionate, kind-hearted person 
who delights in collaboration and coordination. These gifts will be well utilized in his 
leadership of CTG’s workshop committee.” Whether Abner is performing, teaching, 
organizing or advocating, we should count our lucky stars to include this inspiring and 
creative dynamo as one of our own.   

By CTG Staff
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